The Epics : ftainayawa
Political Reference*. History shows that Pataliputra (Patna) was founded in 300 B.C- by king Kalasoka and was the capital of India at the time of Megasthanes. In canto 35 of book I of the Ramayana, Rama passes through ihe very spot and no mention is made of the place, while cities like Kausambl, Kanyakubja and Kampiiya are mentioned. So it must have been written before the founding of Pataliputra.
The capital of Kosala is mentioned as Ayodhya in the Ramayana, but it is mentioned in Buddhistic and Jain literature, by the Greeks and by Patanjali as Saketa and not as Ayodhya. Later literature adopts both the names. But the word Saketa is not mentioned in the Ramayana at all. The last book mentions Sravasti as the capital of Kusa and the city is not mentioned in the other books. We understand that in Buddha's time King Prasenajit, King of Kosala, ruled at Sravasti. So we conclude that the capital of Kosala was shifted to Sravasti and Ayodhya was renamed as Saketa some time before the date of Buddha (480 B.C.) and that the original parts of the Ramayana must have been composed long before this date. Mithila and Visala are spoken of in the Ramayana as twin cities under different rulers; but in Buddha's time they were already united under the name of Vaisali.
The condition of the state depicted in the Ramayana is of the patriarchal type. There is no complex system of the state as we find in Mahabharata